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STATE ACTION: ON CENTRE’S ROLE IN COVID-19 FIGHT 
Instead of dictating how States deal with the pandemic, the Centre must be a facilitator 

 India’s national positivity rate, or the proportion of tested cases returning positive, is around 21%. 

Moreover, 533 of the 734 districts have reported positivity greater than 10%. There are 26 States that had 

more than 15% positivity, nine with over 25% and 10 with 20%-25% positivity. Couple that with the 

faltering vaccination drive, and the picture is far from pretty. On April 12, India administered 3.7 million 

doses of vaccine and after April 26, it has failed to administer over 3 million doses a day. Ever since the 

vaccine drive was expanded to all adults over 18, on May 1, the maximum number of daily doses 

administered has been 2.4 million. This, even as daily new cases added continue to be above 380,000 and 

deaths close to 4,000 a day. The oxygen crisis continues and the pandemic has now established itself in 

rural India in lethal proportions, with macabre reports of bodies surfacing in the Ganga in the stretch from 

Uttar Pradesh to Bihar. All of these point to the fact that there is a very large pool of those infected and 

prone to infecting those around, bringing up the question of whether a national lockdown should be 

reimposed. 

 No fewer than 18 States have imposed various grades of lockdown or curfews. Some only lay 

stress on shutting down marketplaces whereas others are more reminiscent of the curbs of March and 

April last year. These restrictions are expected to be in force at least till the third week of this month. 

Many of the States with the highest positivity rates and growth in infections have already imposed 

restrictions on the main sources of continued spread. These include religious gatherings, social functions 

and leisure visits to public entertainment spaces. A ‘national lockdown’ at this stage has only cosmetic 

value. India’s economy was already in a nosedive before March 2020 and the sudden imposition wreaked 

havoc on the migrant workforce. The brutality of the second wave has burnished the importance of 

masking up and opting for a vaccine as early as possible. In the absence of newer effective treatments, 

these continue to be the mainstay in staying safe. A lesson that has emerged from the pandemic is that 

States are best equipped to take care of themselves with the Centre doing its job best while acting as a 

facilitator. Central Ministers, armed with the best medical experts, had declared early this year that India 

was in the ‘end game’ of the pandemic and that India had “shown the world” how to beat it. Instead, the 

Centre must focus on distributing equitably across States vaccines, oxygen tankers, testing kits and other 

critical medical equipment while also accounting for a potential third wave.  

 

 state (noun) – the government, the regime, the 

establishment. 

 pandemic (noun) – the worldwide spread of a 

new disease; The illness spreads around the 

world and typically affects a large number of 

people across a wide area. 

 facilitator (noun) – a person/thing that 

encourages action and makes it easier. 

 positivity rate (noun) – the proportion of 

positives to total tests done for disease; the 

percentage of tests that are turning out to be 

positive for disease; the rate at which people 

getting tested for disease receive positive 

results. 

 proportion (noun) – ratio, portion; 

size/magnitude. 

 couple (verb) – combine, integrate, 

incorporate, connect. 

 faltering (adjective) – delaying, uncertain, 

unsteady/weak, precarious, irresolute, 

hesitant. 

 vaccination (noun) – treatment with a vaccine 

to protect against a particular disease; 

immunization. 

 drive (noun) – campaign, movement, effort, 

push. 

 picture (noun) – situation, condition, 

circumstances. 

 far from (phrase) – not, not at all. 

 pretty (adjective) – pleasing, appealing. 

 administer (verb) – dispense, provide, give, 

apply (a drug/vaccine). 
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 dose (noun) – an amount/quantity of 

something. 

 vaccine (noun) – a biological preparation that 

improves immunity to a particular disease. 

 lethal (adjective) – destructive, harmful, fatal, 

deadly, life-threatening.  

 macabre (adjective) – gruesome, horrible, 

shocking. 

 surface (verb) – emerge, appear, come to light, 

become visible. 

 stretch (noun) – a continuous area of 

land/water; extend, spread. 

 point to (verb) – indicate, suggest, denote. 

 pool (noun) – a group of people. 

 prone to (adjective) – susceptible, vulnerable, 

liable; likely to get, likely to have, at risk of.  

 bring up (phrasal verb) – mention, introduce, 

raise (something for consideration). 

 lockdown (noun) – an emergency protocol 

implemented by the authorities that prevents 

people from leaving from a place; An extended 

state of confinement/encirclement/isolation of 

a person by the authority. 

 reimpose (verb) – reinstate, put back, bring 

back, reinstitute. 

 impose (verb) – force, thrust, inflict (an 

unwelcome decision/ruling). 

 grade (noun) – level. 

 curfew (noun) – a rule which is instructing 

people to stay at home, typically at night. 

 lay stress on (phrase) – to give importance to; 

to give attention to. 

 shut down (phrasal verb) – cease activity, close 

down, cease operation. 

 whereas (conjunction) – in comparison with 

the fact that. 

 reminiscent (adjective) – similar to, 

comparable with, bearing comparison with. 

 curb (noun) – control, restriction, limitation. 

 in force (phrase) – in effect, in operation, in 

action. 

 continued (adjective) – continuous, ongoing, 

uninterrupted. 

 cosmetic (adjective) – superficial, outward, 

external; appealing, attractive (but not 

fundamental/functional). 

 nosedive (noun) – decline, sharp fall, drop, 

plunge, plummet, tumble, slump. 

 imposition (noun) – introduction, institution; 

enforcement. 

 wreak havoc (phrase) – cause/inflict massive 

damage. 

 migrant (noun as modifier) – a person who 

moves from one region to another – either 

within a country or across national borders in 

order to find work or better living conditions. 

 workforce (noun) – workers, employees. 

 brutality (noun) – cruelty, ferocity, 

ruthlessness, callousness, inhumanity. 

 burnish (verb) – improve, enhance, 

augment/make better. 

 mask up (phrasal verb) – to wear a mask (face 

covering). 

 mainstay (noun) – chief support, central 

component, backbone; bulwark, bastion. 

 equip (verb) – prepare (for a particular 

task/situation). 

 arm with (verb) – prepare, make ready. 

 equitably (adverb) – fairly, impartially. 

 account for (phrasal verb) – deal with, take 

care of; clear up, eliminate. 

 potential (adjective) – possible, probable, 

likely. 

************************************************************************************* 

PROTECTING PRISONERS: ON OVERCROWDING OF PRISONS 
Imprisonment practices need a relook so that the police do not effect unnecessary arrests 

 If overcrowding of prisons has been a perennial problem in this country, high occupancy levels can 

only mean bad news amidst a pandemic. The Supreme Court has been intervening from time to time to 

address this problem, but its latest order directing the interim release of eligible prisoners acquires 

salience in view of the uncontrolled second surge in the raging pandemic. Last year, the Court had passed 

such an order quite early — the one of March 23, 2020 came even before the nation-wide lockdown. The 

Court had then ordered all States to take preventive steps as well as constitute high-powered committees 
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to determine the class of prisoners who could be released on bail or parole for a specified period. In 

directing this week that besides identifying more prisoners for release, the same set of prisoners be given 

parole this year too, the Court continues its trend of seeking to protect prisoners as well as those guarding 

them from getting infected. There have been significant initiatives to prevent any uncontrollable spread 

within the congested jails, ranging from stopping the practice of transporting remand prisoners to court 

for periodical extension of custody and hearings to asking authorities to prepare readiness and response 

plans. The Court’s order is welcome, both as a move to decongest jails and a measure that protects the 

right to life and health of the prisoners. Now that the issue of reducing occupancy in the prison is once 

again under focus, and not merely for the usual reason of overcrowding, but also in view of the 

vulnerability of prisoners and prison staff to infection and disease, a comprehensive look at imprisonment 

practices in the country may be in order. 

 There have been reports of prisoners testing positive and getting hospitalised. How far the regular 

testing and medical treatment available to inmates across the country is effective is unclear. Further, even 

political prisoners, such as those jailed in the Bhima Koregaon case without any direct link to any act of 

violence, are being repeatedly denied bail, solely because stringent laws have been invoked against them. 

Some political activists in Delhi are also in jail under anti-terrorism laws for alleged complicity in riots early 

last year. The courts must take into account their vulnerability to infection and consider bail. In its order, 

the Supreme Court has rightly emphasised the need to adhere to the norms it had laid down in Arnesh 

Kumar vs State of Bihar (2014) under which the police were asked not to effect unnecessary arrests, 

especially in cases that involve jail terms less than seven years. In the past, the Court has also asked 

authorities in all districts in the country to give effect to Section 436A of the Cr.P.C., under which 

undertrials who have completed half of the maximum prison term prescribed for the offence may be 

released on personal bond. Effective follow-up action is needed to audit these measures so that these are 

not implemented selectively or arbitrarily. 

 

 overcrowding (noun) – congestion. 

 imprisonment (noun) – incarceration, custody, 

confinement. 

 relook (noun) – reconsideration, rethinking, re-

examination. 

 effect (verb) – carry out, perform, conduct. 

 perennial (adjective) – everlasting, unending, 

endless, permanent. 

 occupancy (noun) – the act of occupying a 

place; occupation. 

 amidst (preposition) – amid, in the middle of; 

during. 

 pandemic (noun) – the worldwide spread of a 

new disease; The illness spreads around the 

world and typically affects a large number of 

people across a wide area. 

 from time to time (phrase) – occasionally, now 

and again, periodically. 

 address (verb) – deal with, handle, tackle, 

grapple with. 

 interim (adjective) – provisional, temporary, 

transitional.   

 acquire (verb) – get, obtain, receive. 

 salience (noun) – prominence, importance, 

significance. 

 in view of (phrase) – because of, as a result of, 

taking into consideration. 

 surge (noun) – sudden increase or rise of 

something. 

 raging (adjective) – severe, extreme, excessive, 

inordinate. 

 lockdown (noun) – an emergency protocol 

implemented by the authorities that prevents 

people from leaving from a place; An extended 

state of confinement/encirclement/isolation of 

a person by the authority. 

 preventive (adjective) – preventative, 

precautionary, protective. 

 as well as (phrase) – and also, and in addition. 

 constitute (verb) – form, create, set up. 
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 bail (noun) – conditional, temporary release of 

an arrested/imprisoned person when a 

specified amount of security is deposited or 

pledged (as cash or property) to ensure his/her 

appearance in court when required. 

 parole (noun) – the release of a prisoner, either 

temporarily for a special purpose or completely 

before the expiry of a sentence, on the promise 

of good behavior. 

 besides (preposition/linking adverb) – in 

addition to, as well, apart from. 

 seek (verb) – try, aim, attempt. 

 remand (noun) – pre-trial detention, 

preventive detention, or provisional detention. 

 periodical (adjective) – regular, occasional. 

 readiness (noun) – preparedness; willingness, 

inclination to do something. 

 decongest (verb) – relieve the congestion of 

(something). 

 measure (noun) – course of action, proceeding, 

procedure, step. 

 merely (adverb) – only, simply, just. 

 vulnerability (noun) – weakness, 

defencelessness, unprotectedness, 

susceptibility. 

 comprehensive (adjective) – complete, 

thorough, full, detailed. 

 in order (phrase) – correct, appropriate, fitting, 

suitable, acceptable. 

 inmate (noun) – inhabitant, occupant, a person 

living in an institution (like hospital, prison, 

etc.). 

 solely (adverb) – only, simply, merely. 

 stringent (adjective) – strict, severe, extreme, 

rigorous. 

 invoke (verb) – cite, refer to, adduce. 

 activist (noun) – a person who supports a 

political or societal change/cause. 

 anti-terrorism (noun) – counter-terrorism; 

actions taken to combat or prevent terrorism. 

 alleged (adjective) – supposed, claimed, 

professed, purported. 

 complicity (noun) – collusion, conspiracy, 

collaboration, connivance, involvement. 

 take into account (phrase) – consider, take into 

consideration, have regard to, reckon with. 

 emphasise (verb) – draw attention to, put 

stress on, underscore, highlight. 

 adhere to (verb) – abide by, follow, obey, 

comply with. 

 norms (noun) – standard, convention, 

guidelines, criterion. 

 lay down (phrasal verb) – formulate, stipulate, 

frame, draw up. 

 give effect to (phrase) – make operative, put in 

to practice. 

 CrPC Section 436A (noun) – under the Section 

436A of the Cr.P.C, a person (undertrial) who 

has completed half of the maximum prison 

term prescribed for the offence may be 

released on personal bond with or without 

sureties. 

 Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) (noun) – 

The Code of Criminal Procedure (in India). The 

main legislation on procedure for 

administration of substantive criminal law in 

India. It was enacted in 1973 and came into 

force on 1 April 1974. CrPC tells about the 

criminal trial procedure. 

 undertrial (noun) – a person in custody (for 

court’s trial). 

 prescribe (verb) – stipulate, lay down, set 

down, promulgate. 

 follow-up (noun as modifier) – continuation. 

 audit (verb) – analyse, examine, scrutinize, 

investigate, appraise. 

 selectively (adverb) – discriminatorily, 

discriminately. 

 arbitrarily (adverb) – randomly/casually, 

irrationally, erratically, inconsistently, 

unreasonably, illogically. 
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